The neurological condition of the newborn infant with maternal hypertension, examined at term.
The aim of this prospective study was to examine the effect of maternal hypertension on the neurological condition of the newborn infant. Of the babies born between April 1984 and March 1986, 54 preterm, 151 full-term AGA and 24 full-term SGA neonates with maternal hypertension were compared, respectively, with 128 preterm, 144 full-term AGA and 73 full-term SGA neonates without maternal hypertension. Preterms were examined at term +/- 1 week and full-term neonates at 3-5 days postpartum by the Dubowitz method (Clinics in Developmental Medicine, Vol. 79, Heinemann, London, 1981). The respective full-term groups differed mostly in regard to movement and tone, with preterm groups differing in the predominant state and in auditory orientation. The differences were clearest between preterm AGA groups. The neurological condition of the infants was affected more by pre-eclampsia than by hypertension as such. Statistical analysis was carried out with the t-test, chi2-test and stepwise discriminant analysis.